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P 261653Z DEC 75 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK PRIORITY 
INFO AMEMBASSY JAKARTA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
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COUSMACTHAI 

SECRET STATE 303449 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MILL MASS, TH, US, LA 

SUBJECT: DISPOSITION OF RLAF AIRCRAFT 

REFS: A. BANGKOK 26486 (DTG 191 129Z DEC 75) 

B. CINCPAC 200327Z DEC 75; C. USMACTHAI 221047Z DEC 75 

1. THE DEPARTMENT BELIEVES IT IS IMPORTANT TO GET THE 
PROBLEM OF THE EX-LAO AIRCRAFT SETTLED AS QUICKLY AS 
POSSIBLE. AT THE SAME TIME, WE AGREE WITH CINCPAC 
(REF B) THAT OUR INTERESTS WILL BE WELL SERVED BY AT.T.O- 
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MINDFUL THAT IT WOULD BE ADVANTAGEOUS TO HAVE THESE AIR- 
CRAFT OUT OF THAILAND AND THUS UNAVAILABLE SHOULD CHAT 
CHAI AT SOME FUTURE TIME BE TEMPTED TO GO BACK ON HIS 
WORD AND RETURN THEM TO LAOS. 

2. YOU ARE THUS AUTHORIZED TO MAKE FULL USE WITH THE 
SUPREME COMMAND OF THE C-123 RATIONALE SET FORTH IN 
STATE 300176. YOU SHOULD ALSO OFFER THE FIVE UH-34'S AS 
SUGGESTED IN REF C. (FYI. AS INDICATED IN IAKARTA' 

15691 (DTG 231010Z DEC 75), INDONESIA HAS NEVER SPE- 
CIFICALLY BEEN OFFERED THESE H-34'S. HOWEVER, lAKARTA'S 
1 1950 (DTG 260820Z SEP 75) INDICATES INDONESIA COULD 
MAKE GOOD USE OF THESE AIRCRAFT ONLY IF THEY ARE IN 

GOOD CONDITION. BANGKOK'S 20630 (DTG 301042Z SEP 75) 

INDICATES THE H-34’S ARE IN POOR CONDITION AND NOT TO 
BE FLOWN AS -IS. DESPITE CHUSDLG/DJAKARTA'S 240740Z 
DEC 75, WHICH INDICATES THE GOI MIGHT RECEIVE A FORMAL 
OFFER FAVORABLY, WE THINK THE H-34'S CAN BE BETTER 
USED IN THIS EFFORT TO RESOLVE THE EX-LAO T-28 PROB- 
LEM QUICKLY AND SATISFACTORILY. END FYI.) 

3. IF YOU THINK IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IN SETTLING THIS 
PROBLEM AS RAPIDLY AS POSSIBLE, YOU COULD POINT OUT TO 
THE THAI THAT IF THE AIRCRAFT SHOULD REMAIN IN THAILAND, 

THEY COULD CAUSE PROBLEMS SHOULD THE RTG WISH AT SOME 
POINT TO ENCOURAGE A WARMING TREND IN THAI-LAO RELA- 
TIONS. MOREOVER, IF DESPITE EVERYONE'S BEST INTENTIONS, 

THEY SHOULD SOMEHOW FIND THEIR WAY BACK TO LAOS, THE 
EFFECT ON THAI-U.S. RELATIONS COULD BE SUCH AS TO OUT- 
WEIGH BY FAR ANY POSSIBLE SHORT-TERM ADVANTAGE THE THAI 
MIGHT GAIN FROM HAVING THE USE OF THESE MODIFIED T-28D S. 

4. IF AFTER YOUR MAKING USE OF ALL THE ABOVE POINTS, 

THE SUPREME COMMAND REMAINS ADAMANT IN WANTING TO RETAIN 
THE EX-LAO T-28'S, PLEASE LET US KNOW AND WE WILL PRO- 
VIDE FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS. SISCO 
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